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Registration: 9:00 – 9:30 (Room 454) 

Opening Ceremony: 9:30 – 10:00 (Room 444) 

 

 

Welcome address:   

 

Associate Professor Anamaria PREDA, Dean of the Faculty of Letters, University 

of Craiova 

Professor Titela VÎLCEANU, University of Craiova, Chairperson of RSEAS 

Associate Professor Florentina ANGHEL, Vice-Dean of the Faculty of Letters, 

University of Craiova 

Associate Professor Claudia PISOSCHI, Head of the Department of Modern 

Languages, University of Craiova  

 

 

 

 
 



FRIDAY, October 24
th

 

Plenary lectures (Room 444) 

 

Keynote Speakers  

  

10:00 – 11:00   Associate Professor Nadia Yassine-Diab, University of Toulouse, France 

 

STRUCTURING EMI IN SCIENCE EDUCATION: THE CASE OF THE 

UNIVERSITY OF TOULOUSE, FRANCE 

 

Meet link: https://meet.google.com/mfn-rmmg-dsa  

 

11:00 – 11:15  Coffee break 

 

11:15 – 12:15  Professor Teodora Popescu, “1 Decembrie 1918” University of Alba Iulia, Romania 

 

PRONOUNS, IDENTITY, AND THE RECONFIGURATION OF 

REFERENCE IN CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH 
 

               Meet link: https://meet.google.com/mfn-rmmg-dsa  
 

12:30 – 14:00   Lunch (UCV Restaurant, Ground Floor, Central Building) 

14:00 – 15:30   Sessions 

15:30 – 15:45   Coffee break 

15:45 – 17:15   Sessions 

19:00 – 21:00   Dinner (Royal Hotel, 88 Romania Muncitoare Street) 
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th

, 14:00 – 15:30 

 

 

  
British and American Literature 

Room 454 

Meet link:  

https://meet.google.com/ukc-wahd-for  

 Language Teaching  

Room 337A 

Meet link:  

https://meet.google.com/zfg-qrsd-bai  

Translation Studies 

Room 336 

Meet link:  

https://meet.google.com/fpg-waow-zru  

Moderator:  Florentina Anghel 
 

Moderator:  Eleonora Olivia Bălănescu 

 

Moderator:  Diana Apostol 
 

Anne Lise WIE 
They Came Back – After Centuries … 

 

Florentina ANGHEL 
Robinson Crusoe’s Island in Progress 

 

Sorin CIUTACU 

Upbraiding the Normans. Political Myths 

from Norman Overage to Nigel Farage 

 

Elena BUTOESCU 
Sonic Narratives in the Age of the 

Anthropocene 

 

 

Eleonora Olivia BĂLĂNESCU 
Rethinking Teacher Competences in the Context 

of Current Foreign Language Teaching Trends 

 

Patrick MURPHY 
The Escape Room as an Entry to 21st Century 

Skills 

 

Andreea ILIESCU 
Building Dictionary Skills in English Classes 

 

Adriana LĂZĂRESCU 

Developing Business Communication Skills in 

an Intercultural Context: Perspectives on 

Students and Businesspeople from Romania 

 

Ana-Maria DEMETRIAN 

Blending Boundaries: From Classrooms to 

Clicks 

 

Diana APOSTOL 
Integrated Support to Train Translation Skills 

 

Mădălina-Gabriela VÂLCU  
Literary Translation in a Nutshell: Artistry or 

Craft? 

 

Alexandra Maria PĂTRAȘCU 
Torn Between Feeling and Thinking: A 

Cognitive-Conceptual Approach to Analysing 

the Romanian Translations of Heart and Mind 

Metaphors and Metonymies from James Joyce’s 

Ulysses 

 

Raul PAȘCALĂU (online) 

Beyond Human and Machine: Rethinking 

Translation in the AI Era 
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th

, 15:45 – 17:15    

 

  

British and American Literature 

Room 454 

Meet link:  

https://meet.google.com/iki-rfrn-sov  

Linguistics 

Room 337A 

Meet link:  

https://meet.google.com/xrw-nrkq-kth  

British and American Literature 

Room 336 

Meet link:  

https://meet.google.com/bvr-penk-qdm  

German Studies 

Online 

Meet link:  

https://meet.google.com/dwz-afay-ffw  

Moderator: Mihaela Sorina Budică 

 

Moderator: Claudia Pisoschi 

 

Moderator: Georgiana-Elena Dilă 

 

Moderator: Andreea Roxana Ghiță 

 

Daniela ROGOBETE 
Syntax of Memory in Hotel World by 
Ali Smith 

Cristina BULDUR 
Contested Histories: From the 

Stories We Tell to the Worlds We 

Build 

 

Mihaela Sorina BUDICĂ 
A Tripartite Analysis on Temporal 

Entanglement in Kazuo Ishiguro’s 

Never Let Me Go 

 

Marina MARCUS 

American Suburban Gothics: 

Rewriting the Past through 

Monstrous Narration in The Virgin 

Suicides and A Rose for Emily 

Claudia PISOSCHI 

Nostalgia – Retrospective and 

Prospective Views in Remains by Rose 

McLarney 

 

Mădălina CERBAN 
Realisation of Functional 
Relationships at a Text Level 

Alina REȘCEANU 
Designing Instruments for Measuring 

Linguistic Creativity in Humans and 

Large Language Models (LLMs) 

 

Georgiana REISS, Ana-Maria 

HERZAL 
A Cognitive Perspective on English 

and Romanian Skin Idioms 

 

Ana-Maria POPA (online) 

Language as Absence in Samuel 

Beckett’s Waiting for Godot: A 

Linguistic and Existential Perspective 

 

Georgiana-Elena DILĂ 

From Oral Stories to a Novel: The 

Sentence by Louise Erdrich and the 

Shape of Contemporary Indigenous 

Fiction 

 

 

Mihaela GAVRILĂ 

The Road from Modernist Frameworks 

to Posthuman Perspectives in Virginia 

Woolf and Kazuo Ishiguro’s Works 

 

 

Marian SUCIU (online) 

Brother Against Brother: The Trauma of 

the Korean War 

 

Bogdana CRIVĂȚ 

Zum Wandel des Wortbildungsmusters 

auf -er im Deutschen 

 

Andreea Roxana GHIȚĂ 
Gartenkultur im Nationalsozialismus: 

Ein Beitrag zur Umweltgeschichte des 

Holocaust 

 

Emilia ȘTEFAN 

Deutsch und Digitalisierung: 

Sprachvariation und 

Kommunikationsnormen im Online-

Zeitalter 

 

Cosmin DRAGOSTE 
Übersetzungsstrategien in der 

Lyrikanthologie Land. Ohne Beweis 

von Franz Hodjak 
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SATURDAY, October 25
th

 

Plenary lecture (Room 444)  

 

Keynote Speakers  

  

10:00 – 11:00   Professor Adriana Răducanu, Yeditepe University of Istanbul, Turkey 

 

SPECTRAL DERVISHES AND THE CALL OF KIMYA: GENDER, 

MEMORY, AND THE RISE OF SUFI GOTHIC IN FICTION AND FILM 

 

Meet link: https://meet.google.com/mfn-rmmg-dsa  

 
 

11:15 – 12:45     Sessions 
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SATURDAY, October 25
th

, 11:15 – 12:45 

 

Language Teaching 

337A 

Meet link:  

https://meet.google.com/qzg-ghuo-skx  

 British and American Literature 

Online 

Meet link:  

https://meet.google.com/fwe-fdaz-tdz  

 

Moderator:  Iulia Cristina Frînculescu Moderator:  Ilia Chalimourda  

Codruța-Mirela STĂNIȘOARĂ, Cristina BULDUR  

From War’s Shadows to New Beginnings: Teaching 

Mrs Dalloway Across Cultures in ELT Contexts 

 

Laviniu Costinel LĂPĂDAT, Maria-Magdalena 

LĂPĂDAT 

Harnessing Cultural Paradigms in Improving Foreign 

Language Learning 

 

Iulia Cristina FRÎNCULESCU (online) 

Teaching Activities Based on Patient Charts in Medical 

English Classes  

 

Aurelija DAUKŠAITĖ-KOLPAKOVIENĖ (online) 

Mobile Apps for English Language Learning Outside 

the Classroom: Insights From Lithuanian University 

Students 

 

Laura-Rebeca STIEGELBAUER (online) 

Introducing EMI to Subject Lecturers: From First 

Challenges to Future Directions 

 

 

Iulia TUDORACHE-ARFIRE (online) 

Oscillating Futures: Feminist Science Fiction at the 

Crossroads of Tradition and Metamodernity 

 

Ilia CHALIMOURDA (online) 

From Genealogy to Transhistoricity: Reconceptualizing 

the Value of Literary Study 

 

Camelia ANGHEL (online) 

Travel as a Multifaceted Concept in D. H. Lawrence’s 

The Plumed Serpent 
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Camelia ANGHEL, Hyperion University, Bucharest, camanghel@yahoo.com 

Travel as a Multifaceted Concept in D. H. Lawrence’s The Plumed Serpent 

Abstract: D. H. Lawrence’s novel The Plumed Serpent (1926) is basically concerned with the white 

European’s travel from the values of a worn-out civilization to the inciting primitivism of the American 

continent. Kate Leslie, a forty-year old Irishwoman, arrives in Mexico as a tourist, but, as the action of 

the novel unfolds, she also assumes other roles, the most important being those of a witness to and a 

participant in the religious movement of reinstating the Aztec god Quetzalcoatl. The heroine often 

vacillates between intellectual detachment and sensorial enthusiasm, the whole story centring round her 

dilemma of “To Stay or not To Stay”. The paper is based on the special significance of travel as seen 

through a modernist poetics relying on the historical, the religious, the mythical and the intertextual. 

According to this analysis, Lawrence blends travel content with aesthetic meditation, proposing the 

subjective re-creation of certain civilizations, and, implicitly, the coexistence of several narratives 

against a fictional Mexican background.    

Keywords: travel, modernism, intertextuality, time, space 

 

 

Florentina ANGHEL, University of Craiova, florianghel1@yahoo.com 

Robinson Crusoe’s Island in Progress 

Abstract: Though islands were initially defined as “areas of land wholly surrounded by water”, scientists 

have expanded the concept first because of the blurred edges of the islands, later because of 

interdisciplinary studies that borrow geo-physical features and adapt them to other isolated patches of 

land different or in contrast with the surroundings and even to socio-cultural groups. Since the island has 

been so differently addressed in science, there is an even more prolific development of the concept in 

literature. Works associated with physical isolation suggestive of islandness are generally considered 

rewritings of Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe and belong to the series of Robinsonades. Yet the island 

has acquired new meanings and shapes in literature in accordance with the progress of interdisciplinary 

approaches, sometimes the connection with the hypotext being fragile.  

Keywords: island, isolation, Robinson Crusoe, rewriting, progress 

 

 

Diana APOSTOL, University of Craiova, alexandra.otat@edu.ucv.ro 

Integrated Support to Train Translation Skills 

Abstract: The sustained cooperation between the fields of Corpus Linguistics and Information 

Technology has led to the development of advanced tools and specialized software. Enhanced 

awareness of significant joint initiatives between software engineers and corpus linguists continues to 

promote advancement within this interdisciplinary field, fostering innovative research directions. 

Sharing an extensive historical background with translation itself, corpora applications have played an 

integrative role by addressing both the processes and the outcome. Following a close investigation of the 

multidimensional framework of Corpus Linguistics and the multiplication of interdisciplinary research 

areas (Corpus-Based Translation Studies), we aim to test how computer-assisted corpora investigations 

can assist and improve real-life translation tasks. Under the circumstances, we set out to design and 

analyse a parallel corpus to help students develop general and specialised translation skills, while 

growing familiar with some contemporary CAT tools and relevant software. Our virtual simulation is 

designed to facilitate an in-depth analysis of a specialised corpus, employing a language-focused 

perspective to examine linguistic patterns and frequency distributions. 



Keywords: computer-assisted investigations, Corpus Linguistics, corpora applications, Corpus-Based 

Translation Studies, specialised corpora 

 

 

Eleonora Olivia BĂLĂNESCU, University of Craiova, olivia.balanescu@gmail.com 

Rethinking Teacher Competences in the Context of Current Foreign Language Teaching Trends 

Abstract: Foreign language teaching has witnessed significant changes in the past ten years, all 

connected to innovations in digital technology, political and economic upheavals, as well as the growing 

relevance of new skills required by the labour market, such as critical thinking, decision-making, 

emotional intelligence, conflict management, intercultural communication etc. If we were to think in the 

paradigm of a chain, we could say that these changes have given rise to numerous challenges and golden 

opportunities for both students and teachers. The aim of this article is to identify current trends in FLT 

and explore how the role, activity and professional development of the teacher are being shaped by the 

most cutting-edge innovations, with a special emphasis on Artificial Intelligence, its benefits, risks and 

limitations on education.  

Keywords: AI, communication, cultural diversity, language teaching, teacher competences 

 

 

Mihaela Sorina BUDICĂ, University of Craiova, roibu_mihaela@yahoo.com 

A Tripartite Analysis on Temporal Entanglement in Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go 

Abstract: Kazuo Isiguro’s novel Never Let Me Go lends itself perfectly to a three-fold analysis of the 

narrative timeframe. Retrospection forms the backbone of the novel, as it creates a narrative context for 

the past. Kathy’s unreliable, fragmented memories of her childhood years spent at Hailsham and her 

recollections of her friendships with Ruth and Tommy are a mixture of tenderness and supressed grief. 

Furthermore, retrospectives function as a survival mechanism, one that makes the traumatic present 

more bearable. The perspectives of the present are bleak. The carers. The donors and the whole society 

are described as being numb, complicit and resigned. To them rebellion is not an option and 

outrageously enough harvesting organs off clones is considered a normality. The prospective dimension 

of the novel speculates on a dystopian novel. Tommy, Ruth and Kathy’s destinies seem to be foreclosed 

as they are victims, trapped in a predetermined system. However, Isiguro complicates their prospectives 

allowing Kathy to imagine possible future happy endings to their story. Tragically these personal futures 

are impossible and untouchable. The novel therefore addresses the sore issue of the extent to which 

biotechnology, cloning and medical science could affect the human side of our existence. 

Keywords: past-present-future narrative connection, cloning, ethics, suppression, dystopian society 

 

 

Cristina BULDUR, University of Craiova, cristinamandoiu@yahoo.com 

Contested Histories: From the Stories We Tell to the Worlds We Build 

Abstract: George Orwell’s 1984 and Toni Morrison’s Beloved both deal with the ways in which history, 

either personal or collective, is moulded, controlled, and remembered, focusing on the influence of the 

past over the possibilities of the future. However, if in Orwell’s dystopian novel history is wilfully 

rewritten to be used as a tool of oppression, allowing the Party to manipulate the truth in order to control 

people’s thoughts and actions, and thus maintain power, in Morrison’s Beloved, acknowledging and 

confronting a painful past becomes an act of resistance and healing, opening the path to renewal and 

freedom. By bringing these two texts together, the aim of this paper is to illustrate how the past can 

become a weapon of domination or a source of liberation, depending on the person involved in the act of 



remembering, and how literature itself participates in this process, as it challenges readers to reconsider 

historical events, and subsequently shapes the worlds one creates and the future one dares to imagine.  

Keywords: personal and collective history, past, renewal, healing, future 

 

 

Elena BUTOESCU, University of Craiova, elena.butoescu@edu.ucv.ro 

Sonic Narratives in the Age of the Anthropocene 

Abstract: The 21st century interdisciplinary perspective on the humanities has become increasingly 

common in academia, highlighting the importance of the marriage of disciplines in today’s global 

context, when human rights and values are undermined not only by climate changes, but also by a global 

paradigm shift. Blue Humanities, Ecomusicology, Ecocriticism – these are some recent examples of 

intellectual intersections between music, sound, space, and environment that indicate current directions 

of the humanities. Through the lens of emerging approaches, recent sonic art installations, such as those 

hosted by the Venice Biennale or the Dystopia Sound Art Biennial in Berlin reveal how sound and aural 

experiences shape individual and collective memories, raising awareness about war, violence, trauma, 

misrepresented traditions and conservation issues. This study aims to investigate how sound narratives 

inform the audience of various forms of conflict surrounding them in the Age of the Anthropocene: the 

traumas and consequences of wars; historical changes in traditional societies; the potential threat of 

climate change and noise pollution; and current approaches to international migration and human rights. 

Keywords: sonic art installations, the Anthropocene, Ecocriticism, collective memory, climate change 

 

 

Mădălina CERBAN, University of Craiova, mcerban15@gmail.com 

Realisation of Functional Relationships at a Text Level 

Abstract: The Systemic Functional approach has represented a contemporary trend, paying a special 

attention to the text structure as a whole. A text analysis starts from the organization of the text structure 

and the choices that are made in relation to the context. When speaking of structural features, the 

systemic functional school operates with the concept of realization. Realization is a phenomenon that 

derives from the fact that a language is a stratified system, being the most important scale of all, 

showing how different levels of language are related to each other. At the same time, at each level 

realization shows how categories such as structure and system are related to each other. In this paper we 

are going to discuss the realization relationships between the levels of language, the realization 

relationships within the level of grammar which comprise: realization statements, realization 

relationships between the systems and the structures of grammar, between the structures and the formal 

items of grammar. In a systemic functional grammar of a language, every system has a realization 

statement associated with it, namely insertion, concatenation, particularization, inclusion, conflation and 

discontinuity.  

Keywords: structure, realization statement, text organization, levels of language 

 

 

Ilia CHALIMOURDA, Universitat Rovira i Virgili, ilia.chalimourda@urv.cat  

From Genealogy to Transhistoricity: Reconceptualizing the Value of Literary Study 

Abstract: The value of literary study has long been a subject of debate, sparking controversies in both 

academic and non-academic settings. In a time when the field faces fragmentation, defunding, 

departmental closures and skepticism regarding its societal benefits, the question of its value is as 

pressing as ever. While arguments both in favor of and against literary study abound, no clear consensus 



exists on how its value should be assessed. Insights from sociology show that “value” is not a fixed 

property but a historically contingent phenomenon, shaped by multiple forces. This connects with 

Michel Foucault’s philosophical quest: a historical critique of truth that opens the way to a genealogy of 

regimes of “veridiction,” or the processes by which truths of value are articulated and legitimized. 

Linking the social valuation of literary study to regimes of veridiction reveals how the discipline’s worth 

has always been tied to the hegemonies of its time, simultaneously constrained by them and produced 

within them. To map the genealogy of these shifting truths, I propose transhistoricity as a 

complementary framework. By enabling comparative analysis across epochs, transhistoricity illuminates 

both continuities and transformations, rendering visible the regimes of veridiction that shape how 

literary study is (e)valuated today. 

Keywords: enealogy, transhistoricity, value, veridiction, literary study 

 

 

Sorin CIUTACU, West University of Timișoara, sorin.ciutacu@e-uvt.ro 

Upbraiding the Normans. Political Myths from Norman Overage to Nigel Farage 

Abstract: The Normans have stuck in the English collective memory as symbols of presumable 

oppressive and starkly feudal rule forced upon an otherwise previously freer Golden Age, Anglo-Saxon 

England, which was itself another myth. It turned into excessively exploited mythical themes in later 

English political and radical discourse, bespeaking the idea of lost liberties taken away by foreign 

conquerors. Our paper sets out to stake out the intellectual history of this set of myths. It delves into the 

political discourse of sundry historical or scholarly figures such as: Wat Tyler, Robert Cotton, John 

Lilburne, Richard Overton (Levellers),  Gerrrard Winstanly (Digger), John Cartwright, Sir Walter Scott, 

Christopher Hill, James Campbell, Norman Davies, (historiographers), and, last but not least, Nigel 

Farage, the Brexit supporter. Here the Normans become the European Union, the Leviathan against 

which Nigel Farage wages a relentless battle. Methodologically speaking, we analyse fragments of 

discourse featuring essential metaphors like Norman yoke. In conclusion we show that over time, this 

excessive Norman negative mythology has been an emotionally stirring metaphor: from Wat Tyler’s 

uprising to Levellers and Diggers, to contemporary Brexit campaigns. This mythology encapsulates the 

transition from imagined ancient freedom to contemporary oppression, demanding the reclaiming of 

rights no matter if they are political, legal, land, or national sovereignty. 

Keywords: Norman yoke, lost liberties, Anglo-Saxon Golden Age, radical political discourse, negative 

mythology 

 

 

Bogdana CRIVĂȚ, University of Craiova, bogdana_crivat@yahoo.de 

Zum Wandel des Wortbildungsmusters auf -er im Deutschen 

Abstract: Der vorliegende Beitrag nimmt sich vor, die historische funktionale Entwicklung des Suffixes 

-er und die aktuelle Dynamik in Verwendung und Bildung von substantivischen -er-Derivaten zu 

beleuchten. Das Nomen-Agentis-Suffix kann als Paradebeispiel einer kontinuierlichen Steigerung der 

Anwendbarkeit und Produktivität betrachtet werden. Auf einer frühen Sprachstufe aus dem Lateinischen 

entleht und eingedeutscht, ließ es sich ursprünglich nur an verbale Basen anhängen und bezeichnete 

Personen, die gewöhnheitsmäßig eine bestimmte Handlung ausübten (Sänger). Später vermochte es 

auch Gegenstände (Bohrer) und Vorgänge (Seufzer) zu bezeichnen. Nach und nach verbindete es sich 

auch mit Nomina (Gärtner) und Toponymen (Berliner) sowie in der Gegenwartssprache verstärkt auch 

mit mehrgliedrigen Basen, wobei eine ganze Reihe von Zusammenbildungen vom Typ Dickhäuter 

entstanden sind. Der aktuelle Gebrauch ist von zahlreichen Anglo-Amerikanismen (Influencer), 

Scheinanglizismen (Discounter) und Neubildungen (Macher) geprägt, die bis vor Kurzem im Deutschen 

nicht zu denken waren. 



Keywords: das Suffix -er, substantivische Ableitung, Zusammenbildung, Polysemie, Neubildungen 

 

 

Aurelija DAUKŠAITĖ-KOLPAKOVIENĖ, Vytautas Magnus University, aurelija.dauksaite-

kolpakoviene@vdu.lt 

Mobile Apps for English Language Learning Outside the Classroom: Insights from Lithuanian 

University Students 

Abstract: This exploratory case study involved Lithuanian university students to explore their opinions 

and experiences with regard to the use of mobile apps for English language learning outside the 

classroom. At the time of the study, these students were studying general English at the upper-

intermediate level. They participated voluntarily by filling out an online questionnaire, consisting of 

open-ended and closed-ended questions that were meant to reveal their insights into the topic. The data 

were analysed using quantitative and qualitative methods. The findings suggest that the students mostly 

use one or two free-of-charge mobile apps on their Apple devices. The most preferred language learning 

mobile apps are based on games, grammar apps, contextual apps, and dictionaries, the choice of which 

is based on the following criteria: the apps are of good quality, interactive, and easy to use on the phone. 

The study participants mostly improve their vocabulary and grammar through such apps. Overall, 

students’ language learning experience with mobile apps outside the classroom is positive, but 

numerous disadvantages have also been identified, including technical issues, lack of necessary 

information on the apps, limited options or functions available on free-of-charge apps, and other 

disadvantages. 

Keywords: EFL, Lithuania, mobile apps, out-of-class learning, university students 

 

 

Ana-Maria DEMETRIAN, University of Craiova, e_ann_mary@yahoo.com   

Blending Boundaries: From Classrooms to Clicks 

Abstract: Education has been evolving in response to social, technological, and cultural transformations. 

In the past, face-to-face instruction was the cornerstone of English teaching and learning. There was 

emphasis on authentic human interaction and immediate constructive feedback. With the advancement 

of digital tools, online and blended English classes have emerged. These developments have expanded 

learners’ access to materials and have reshaped classroom dynamics. Today, technology integration and 

online or hybrid classes are common in EFL and ESP education. These environments combine 

synchronous and asynchronous learning to support diverse needs and language acquisition styles. 

Looking toward the future, AI-driven and immersive platforms promise even greater change. This raises 

a crucial question: Will advanced technology replace teachers and classrooms entirely? Technology can 

enhance language competence, but it cannot replicate the human side of teaching. Elements like cultural 

sensitivity, emotional support, and the ability to understand people in all their complexity remain unique 

to humans. For educators to work sustainably and for students to be successful, there must be a marriage 

of systems – human and digital – ensuring that class experience and trainer-trainee collaboration stay 

central to genuine professional and personal growth. 

Keywords: face-to-face instruction, technology integration, synchronous and asynchronous learning, AI-

driven and immersive platforms, culture 

 

 

Georgiana-Elena DILĂ, University of Craiova, georgiana_dila@yahoo.com 

From Oral Stories to a Novel: The Sentence by Louise Erdrich and the Shape of Contemporary 

Indigenous Fiction 



Abstract: Louise Erdrich’s The Sentence (2021) exemplifies a new phase in Indigenous American fiction 

– one that bridges oral storytelling traditions with the fragmented, polyphonic, and digitally aware forms 

of contemporary literature. Set against the backdrop of the COVID-19 pandemic, the George Floyd 

protests, and a haunted Minneapolis bookstore, the novel explores how Indigenous identities and 

narratives persist, adapt, and resist within a hyper-mediated present. This paper explores The Sentence 

through the intersecting lenses of cosmodernism, digimodernism, and altermodernism to examine how 

Erdrich reshapes the novel form to reflect layered temporalities, relational ethics, and cultural 

translation. Drawing from Ojibwe cosmologies and Western literary forms, Erdrich crafts a narrative 

space where grief, memory, history, and activism converge. The novel’s structural multiplicity and 

metafictional elements challenge the boundaries of authorship, genre, and reader engagement. 

Ultimately, this paper argues that The Sentence is not only a work of Indigenous storytelling but also a 

metamodern text that redefines how minority literature speaks to the present moment: haunted, 

entangled, and insistently alive. 

Keywords: indigenous fiction, cultural translation, narrative hybridity, trauma, justice 
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Übersetzungsstrategien in der Lyrikanthologie Land. Ohne Beweis von Franz Hodjak 

Abstract: The poetry volume Land. Ohne Beweis by Franz Hodjak, a lyrical anthology drawn from the 

oeuvre of the German poet born in Romania, brings to light considerable challenges of translation, 

arising from the author’s dual linguistic affiliation. Such difficulties and tensions manifest not only on 

the lexical plane, but also at the syntactic and conceptual-organizational levels.  

Keywords: Franz Hodjak, rumäniendeutsche Literatur, Lyrik, Übersetzen, Anthologie 
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Teaching Activities Based on Patient Charts in Medical English Classes 

Abstract: Patient charts, also called medical records, are documents recording complex and detailed 

information about the patient’s health. Using them in medical English classes offers a practical, context-

based approach to language learning. These authentic materials mirror real-life clinical situations, 

enhancing students’ ability to interpret, discuss, and process medical information effectively. Medical 

records help learners develop useful skills like reading comprehension, clinical reasoning, and 

professional communication. The focus is not only on reading and writing skills, but also on speaking 

and listening, through case discussions, role-plays, and documentation exercises. Moreover, using 

medical records can make the process of learning specialized terminology easier, since students use 

medical vocabulary in real-life contexts. This study tries to explore the ways in which patient charts can 

be used in medical English courses, by providing examples of exercises and practical classroom 

activities. 

Keywords: medical English, terminology teaching, context-based learning 
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The Road from Modernist Frameworks to Posthuman Perspectives in Virginia Woolf and Kazuo 

Ishiguro’s Works 



Abstract: The present paper aims to retrace a noticeable literary trajectory from Virginia Woolf’s 

Modernist pioneering experimentation with stream of consciousness to Kazuo Ishiguro’s Posthumanism, 

focusing on the ability of all narrative perspectives to reframe memory and consciousness through time. 

The exploration of temporality, internal struggles and the facets of human experiences in Mrs Dalloway 

and To the Lighthouse represent the early steps towards modernism while the examination of empathy, 

identity and power in a world dominated by technology and immorality in The Remains of the Day and 

Never Let Me Go transform these inherited issues through Posthuman paradigms. Thus, Ishiguro’s 

measured narratives establish him as a successor and innovator of Modernist prospectives due to his 

ability of interpretating and designing the imaginative horizons of the twenty-first-century fiction. 

Keywords: Modernism, Posthumanism, memory, retrospection, perspective 
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Gartenkultur im Nationalsozialismus: Ein Beitrag zur Umweltgeschichte des Holocaust 

Abstract: Die Verbindung zwischen Nationalsozialismus und Ökologie hat als Forschungsthema keine 

lange Tradition. Seit den 1990er Jahren ist jedoch erkennbar, dass sich immer mehr Forschende aus 

unterschiedlichen Disziplinen der Frage zuwenden, welche Bedeutung Umweltaspekte innerhalb der 

nationalsozialistischen Ideologie hatten. Eine jüngere Studie liefert überzeugende Argumente für die 

Etablierung dieses Forschungsfeldes als eigenständige Teildisziplin der Holocaustforschung unter der 

Bezeichnung Environmental History of the Holocaust (Małczyński et al. 2020). Die vorliegende Arbeit 

skizziert in diesem Zusammenhang ausgewählte Aspekte gärtnerischer Praxis im Nationalsozialismus, 

mit besonderem Augenmerk auf den Familiengarten der Familie Höß in Auschwitz. 

Keywords: Umweltgeschichte des Holocaust, Gartenpraxis, Ökofaschismus, Auschwitz 
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Building Dictionary Skills in English Classes 

Abstract: This article aims to explore the way economics students approach the use of English 

dictionaries. To begin with, does it still hold true for them that dictionary skills pave the way for a 

richer, more precise, and highly more extensive vocabulary? 

Furthermore, if once dictionaries were heralded as linguistic gems, priceless books meant to capture the 

lively spirit of a language, what about nowadays? Do they continue to expand students’ horizons, enrich 

their mind, and sharpen their wit? We also maintain that dictionaries in English classes amount to a 

catalyst for change, not merely by sparking students’ cognitive curiosity, but also by cultivating it in 

quite a consistent fashion. 

Along the same lines, don’t dictionaries normally bridge the old and the new spirit of a language, and 

therefore better equip students to get a sense of how intricate the fabric of English truly is? Despite a 

wide variety of vehicles for language learning, like all readily available apps, can’t dictionaries stay 

relevant, too? Additionally, the skills that a dictionary teaches include understanding context, grammar, 

collocations, and pronunciation, hence training students in advanced dictionary literacy stands for a 

worthwhile investment in their academic success.    

In a nutshell, it’s a tenet of language learning that dictionaries are designed as a fount of all knowledge. 

Keywords: questionnaires, dictionary literacy, linguistic journey 
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Harnessing Cultural Paradigms in Improving Foreign Language Learning 

Abstract: Language learning flourishes when it moves beyond drills to engage the cultural paradigms 

that give a language its lived meaning. This paper examines how integrating cultural frameworks such 

as communication styles, social norms, values, and everyday practices into lessons deepens 

comprehension, strengthens motivation, and builds intercultural awareness. Using examples from 

teaching practice and insights from multiple fields of study, the study shows how artifacts from art, 

media, folklore, and contemporary discourse can contextualize grammar and vocabulary while 

cultivating pragmatic competence and cultural literacy. Illustrative activities with foreign learners 

demonstrate that designing tasks around cultural contrasts, narratives, and community practices 

increases willingness to communicate, supports identity-affirming engagement, and accelerates fluency. 

Grounded in learner-centred, communicative, and task-based pedagogies, the approach positions culture 

not as an add-on but as the organizing principle of instruction. Attention is given to avoiding 

essentialism, highlighting intra-cultural variation, and aligning assessment with intercultural 

communicative competence. Findings suggest that when students explore the human systems behind the 

language, they participate more confidently and reflectively, achieving stronger linguistic outcomes 

alongside durable intercultural competence. 

Keywords: culture, foreign language learning, communication, intercultural competence, 

learner motivation 
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Developing Business Communication Skills in an Intercultural Context: Perspectives on Students 

and Businesspeople from Romania 

Abstract: The paper presents the importance of developing business communication skills within 

intercultural contexts, especially given Romania’s growing economic and academic diversity. As our 

world changes and interactions between students and professionals from different cultures increase, 

intercultural communication skills become essential for success and building stronger business ties. The 

study examines the unique aspects of intercultural communication in Romania, such as language 

barriers, mentalities, and communication styles that can influence cooperation. A comparison of 

Romanian students and businesspeople highlights specific training needs and alternative ways to 

successfully adapt to cultural differences, emphasising the substantial role of universities and companies 

in fostering openness and intercultural empathy. The findings show that teaching and encouraging 

effective communication based on mutual respect and cultural understanding in universities significantly 

boosts professional performance in our local market and supports international negotiations with 

Romania as a dependable partner. 

Keywords: intercultural communication, language barriers, mentalities, communication styles, 

professional performance 
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American Suburban Gothics: Rewriting the Past through Monstrous Narration in The Virgin 

Suicides and A Rose for Emily 

Abstract: The American suburban gothic literary tradition explores how white-middle class suburban 

utopies attempt to replace and obscure the violent histories they were built on—and the underlying 

horrors this creates. William Faulkner’s 1930 short story A Rose for Emily and Jeffery Eugenides’ 1999 



novel, The Virgin Suicides, both depict the social and physical decay of traditional American suburbs 

through the voices of unnamed collective narrators. Both narrating collectives ascribe a monstrousness 

to the titular women that they observe and portray—a monstrousness that justifies their increasingly 

voyeuristic and punitive surveillance. Mimicking the suburban erasure of the American past, the 

narrators obscure their own monstrosity by displacing it onto their victims. This research puts Faulkner 

and Eugenides in conversation to examine their collective narrators as critical embodiments of the 

historical suburban construction on—and subsequent erasure of—violence against enslaved and 

indigenous peoples. Through a combination of theoretical and formalist literary methodologies the 

project will analyze collective narration as an emerging literary strategy for articulating the anxieties of 

repression and historical rewriting. 

Keywords: 20th century American literature, collective narration, William Faulkner, Jeffery Eugenides, 

suburban Gothic 
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The Escape Room as an Entry to 21st Century Skills 

Abstract: This article explores the use of escape rooms as an innovative tool for language learning 

within teacher education. Drawing on experiences from a cross-curricular escape room activity designed 

for teacher training students, the study examines how such immersive tasks can 

foster engagement, collaboration, and critical thinking — key components of 21st century skills. The 

escape room was structured to integrate language learning objectives with elements from other subject 

areas, encouraging students to apply linguistic knowledge in authentic, problem-solving contexts. The 

activity also served as an exemplary model of teaching methodology, demonstrating how playful 

learning environments can be both pedagogically sound and highly motivating. Reflections from 

participating students suggest that escape rooms can enhance language acquisition by promoting 

meaningful communication, teamwork, and strategic thinking. Furthermore, the approach aligns with 

contemporary educational goals that emphasize active learning, interdisciplinarity, and learner 

autonomy. The article argues that escape rooms offer teacher educators a dynamic way to model 

innovative practice, while simultaneously equipping future teachers with tools to design engaging 

learning experiences in their own classrooms. 

Keywords: escape room, motivation, cross-curricular, 21st century skills, student activity 
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Beyond Human and Machine: Rethinking Translation in the AI Era 

Abstract: Nowadays the way artificial intelligence meets translation is changing fast, pushing us to 

rethink how we understand language. AI brings new tools that make translation faster and easier to get 

to, but it also makes us worry about the little things in language and culture. These advancements bring 

up essential conversations about keeping different languages alive since AI could unintentionally make 

languages more alike, putting fewer common dialects at. Therefore, as we begin to investigate this, it’s 

important to consider adjusting our translation methods to balance what humans do well with what 

machines can do efficiently in this age of AI. Translation goes far beyond simply swapping words 

between languages. It involves getting the words right, understanding the context, and even catching the 

cultural vibe, all helped along by some seriously smart algorithms and machine learning. AI translation 

systems tap into huge data troves to figure out not just the words themselves, but also the little things 

that change what they mean, like sayings and slang. This changing idea of translation highlights a shift 

where the translator’s job is being reworked. It is less of a solo human thing and more of a team effort 

between what humans know and what machines can do precisely. So, when trying to understand AI 

translation, it’s vital to recognize the importance of context and the constraints that our current tech has, 



pushing us to keep asking how these systems can get better and work across different languages. To that 

end, translation ends up being a subtle mix of tech and cultural understanding, not just a cut-and-dried 

mechanical process. 

Keywords: artificial intelligence, machine translation, language mediation, human creativity 
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Torn Between Feeling and Thinking: A Cognitive-Conceptual Approach to Analysing the 

Romanian Translations of Heart and Mind Metaphors and Metonymies from James Joyce’s 

Ulysses  

Abstract: In cognitive linguistics, metaphor and metonymy are inherent components of communication 

and thought, transcending aesthetic purposes. They represent underlying foundations for various words, 

which may be vehicles of cultural difference, posing challenges in translation studies. James Joyce’s 

novel Ulysses navigates with groundbreaking linguistic creativity the inner world of its characters. It 

was translated into Romanian by Mircea Ivănescu in 1984 and Rareș Moldovan in 2023. This paper 

involves a parallel corpus analysis designed to compare the Romanian renditions of the linguistic 

instantiations of heart and mind conceptual metaphors and metonymies sampled from the novel. We will 

reveal the extent to which each translation transferred the metaphoric and metonymic expressions, in 

both a faithful and adaptable manner, referring to strategies and issues. We will use a mixed 

methodology, commenting on the translators’ choices while providing statistical analysis of the most 

employed strategies and the frequency of structures with metaphoric, metonymic conceptual basis, or 

even a mixture of both. No investigations into Moldovan’s retranslation have been carried out; thus, our 

study contributes to the field of literary translation by filling this gap. 

Keywords: cognitive linguistics, conceptual metaphors and metonymies, James Joyce, literary 

translation, parallel corpus analysis 
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Nostalgia – Retrospective and Prospective Views in Remains by Rose McLarney 

Abstract: The poem Remains by Rose McLarney is approached from a pragma-stylistic perspective, 

focusing on nostalgia and the implied meanings linked to it, at personal and collective levels. An 

adequate text analysis requires a clear distinction between anticipated and anticipatory nostalgia. The 

hypothesis underlying our analysis is that the poem is imbued with the personal anticipatory nostalgia 

experienced and worded by the poetic voice, whose retrospective view is paralleled by its prospective 

counterpart, the anticipated collective nostalgia of the young generation, both types of nostalgia being 

triggers of social connectedness. Anticipated nostalgia is underlain by two mechanisms: mental 

transportation and global self-continuity, the latter denoting a sense of connection among one’s past, 

present and future selves. Self-continuity is a psychological benefit of exhibiting anticipated nostalgia, 

and it can become a source of meaning in life, inspiration and, through them, even optimism. Being 

aware of its role as a morally responsible member of the community, the poetic voice acts as an element 

of balance, and conveys a true sense of self-continuity with its implicit prospective effects, the poem 

becoming a statement in this respect. 

Keywords: pragma-stylistic, nostalgia, anticipated, anticipatory, personal 
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Language as Absence in Samuel Beckett’s Waiting for Godot: A Linguistic and Existential 

Perspective 

Abstract: Samuel Beckett’s Waiting for Godot stands as a pivotal work in 20th-century literature, where 

language functions not as a medium of clarity, but of confusion, silence, and deferral. This paper 

explores the linguistic mechanisms through which Beckett constructs a world where meaning is 

systematically postponed, reflecting the existential condition of his characters. Drawing on elements of 

pragmatics, discourse analysis, and minimalist syntax, the study highlights how pauses, repetition, 

circular dialogue, and verbal vacuity contribute to a form of “semantic absence.” Rather than facilitating 

understanding, language in Godot becomes an emblem of human disorientation and ontological 

uncertainty. 

This analysis situates Beckett’s play within both modernist and postmodernist traditions while 

proposing that its linguistic austerity anticipates contemporary concerns in language philosophy and 

semiotics. In doing so, the paper revisits the intersection between silence, absurdity, and language, 

shedding light on how Godot remains relevant in today’s discussions of meaning-making, 

communication breakdown, and alienation in both literature and linguistics.  

Keywords: Samuel Beckett, language and silence, linguistic austerity, absurdism, search for meaning 
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Pronouns, Identity, and the Reconfiguration of Reference in Contemporary English 

Abstract: This presentation examines the evolving semantics and pragmatics of English pronouns in the 

context of current sociocultural developments, particularly the increasing visibility of non-binary and 

gender-diverse identities. Drawing on systemic functional linguistics, componential semantics, and 

pragmatic theory, the presentation analyses how the expansion of gender-inclusive and non-binary 

pronoun forms challenges the traditional view of pronouns as a closed grammatical class. It argues for 

the recognition of pronouns as dynamic linguistic forms that function both as referential devices and as 

markers of social identity. Empirical data drawn from media discourse and popular culture illustrate 

how singular they and emerging neopronouns extend the [±Binary] feature and necessitate the inclusion 

of [+Identity-Oriented] and [+Social Function] components in semantic description. The proposed 

analytical model integrates grammatical and sociolinguistic variables, offering a framework for the 

systematic study of pronouns as linguistic indicators of identity and social change. The presentation 

concludes by discussing the implications of these developments for grammatical theory, language 

pedagogy, and inclusive linguistic description. 

Spectral Dervishes and the Call of Kimya: Gender, Memory, and the Rise of Sufi Gothic in 

Fiction and Film 

Abstract: This talk introduces “Sufi Gothic” as a gender-aware branch of Turkish Gothic—one that 

fuses the language of divine longing in Islamic mysticism with the Gothic’s fascination with haunting, 

secrecy, and transgression. I begin by showing how early-Republican writers “Gothicised” the Ottoman 

past and how recent scholarship (Tuğçe Bıçakçı Syed’s ‘Theorising Turkish Gothic’) frames Turkish 

identity itself as split between East and West. Into this fractured cultural map, I insert the Sufi 

cosmology of al-ʿālam al-arwāḥ (“the world of spirits”) as the common stage where mystic ecstasy and 

Keywords: pronouns, non-binary identity, gender-inclusive language, Semantics, Pragmatics 
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spectral dread intersect. A brief primer on Rumi and Shams-i Tabrizi situates the celebrated mentor-

disciple bond, while a literature spotlight revives Kimya Hatun, the frequently overlooked woman 

whose erasure troubles that legend. Readings of Orhan Pamuk and Elif Şafak illustrate how 

contemporary fiction uses doubles, missing women, and uncanny voices to critique the male-centric 

myth. I then turn to Ahmet Ümit’s The Dervish Gate, arguing that its modern heroine’s encounters with 

Konya’s Sufi past dramatise how affect, trauma, and gender converge in Sufi Gothic storytelling—

without reducing the tale to detective closure. Overall, the talk contends that Sufi Gothic exposes the 

hidden cost of mystical transcendence: women’s bodies and memories become the currency of male 

spiritual bonding. By bringing Kimya’s muted voice to the fore, the mode aligns with Female Gothic’s 

challenge to patriarchal structures while preserving Sufism’s global impulse toward the Beloved. 

Keywords: Sufism, Gothic, villain, female, East-West 
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A Cognitive Perspective on English and Romanian Skin Idioms 

Abstract: The traditional view on idioms suggests that they are items which do not rely on any 

conceptual framework, namely, the lexical components of an idiom do not provide us with any 

information about its overall meaning. However, the cognitive linguistic perspective on idioms 

postulates that idiomatic expressions are not just lexical units kept in our mental lexicon; rather, they are 

rooted in our physical experiences, shared knowledge, and conceptual framework. Drawing on the latter 

theoretical approach, we aim at analysing several examples of English skin idioms, exploring their 

conceptual motivation on the basis of three cognitive mechanisms (conventional knowledge, conceptual 

metonymies and metaphors) which help us understand the links between their literal and figurative 

meanings. At the same time, we attempt to identify equivalent Romanian idioms whose meanings are 

partly motivated by similar cognitive strategies.  

Keywords: cross-cultural cognitive motivation, conventional knowledge, conceptual metaphor, 

conceptual metonymy, skin idioms  
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Designing Instruments for Measuring Linguistic Creativity in Humans and Large Language 

Models (LLMs) 

Abstract: Assessing linguistic creativity in both humans and large language models (LLMs) requires 

reliable, theoretically grounded instruments that capture the complex nature of creative language use. 

This study presents the development of a comprehensive questionnaire designed to measure linguistic 

creativity through a series of structured tasks targeting phenomena such as neologism formation, 

metaphor generation, semantic extension, and lexical innovation. Building on the frameworks proposed 

by Dinu and Florescu (2024) and Dinu, Florescu, and Resceanu (2025), the instrument operationalizes 

creativity along key dimensions including originality, elaboration, and flexibility, and integrates both 

qualitative and quantitative scoring criteria. We detail the methodological process underlying the 

instrument’s construction, from task design and pilot testing to its refinement and assessment. Initial 

validation with diverse human participants and several LLMs shows that the questionnaire can reliably 

distinguish between distinct types and levels of linguistic creativity. It highlights consistent differences 

in how humans and models approach creative language tasks — for instance, humans tend to produce 

more semantically rich and contextually grounded innovations, while LLMs often generate a wider 

range of novel forms. By providing a replicable and scalable assessment framework, this instrument 

offers researchers a tool for analysing the mechanisms of linguistic creativity in both humans and 

artificial intelligence systems. 



Keywords: linguistic creativity, questionnaire design, large language models, artificial intelligence, 
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Syntax of Memory in Hotel World by Ali Smith 

Abstract:  This paper focuses upon the narrative strategies and time references the Scottish writer Ali 

Smith uses in her novel Hotel World in order to comment on how memory and trauma connect past and 

present and project into the future, shaping human experience. By using the gothic framework of a ghost 

story and an innovating manner of treating time and temporality, Smith criticizes different aspects of our 

contemporary society, its embrace of a dehumanizing globalization and total surrender to a fake reality 

sustained by deceiving media and corrupted ideologies, its distortion of human values and moral 

principles; by blurring the lines between real and surreal, between past, present and future, and by 

putting together different life stories connected to a traumatic event that forces the reorganization of 

memories and a coming to terms with grief, Smith pushes her readers into challenging readymade truths 

and reassessing the concepts of humanity, memory and identity.   

Keywords: globalization, memory, temporality, transience, trauma 
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From War’s Shadows to New Beginnings: Teaching Mrs Dalloway Across Cultures in ELT 

Contexts 

Abstract: The aim of this article is twofold. On the one hand, it explores the ways in which Virginia 

Woolf’s Mrs Dalloway undertakes the task of reshaping the future by intertwining collective histories 

with personal experiences, and, on the other hand, it treats Mrs Dalloway as a cross-cultural resource in 

English Language Teaching, as it allows us to connect literary studies with language and cultural 

learning. Through Clarissa Dalloway and Septimus Warren Smith, Woolf approaches universal themes 

such as memory, identity, and resilience, which extend beyond their historical and geographical 

confines, providing opportunities for learners from different backgrounds to engage with the text, 

compare cultural perspectives, and develop empathy through literary exploration. Moreover, the article 

adopts a comparative approach, examining the ways in which Woolf’s novel reflects the social and 

psychological atmosphere of interwar Britain, a task that is paralleled in Romanian literature of the same 

period by writers such as Camil Petrescu, with his extensive use of the stream of consciousness 

techniques, or Hortensia Papadat Bengescu, with her focus on the character’s inner conflicts to the 

detriment of their outward actions.    

Introducing EMI to Subject Lecturers: From First Challenges to Future Directions 

Abstract:  This presentation explores the evolving role of subject lecturers in Higher Education who 

increasingly deliver courses in English within non-English-speaking contexts. Based on an English-

Medium Instruction (EMI) training program held at Vasile Goldiș Western University of Arad, where 

110 medical professors were introduced to EMI for the first time, it reconsiders the relationship between 

EMI and Languages for Specific Purposes (LSP). The presentation examines the first challenges 

Keywords: cross-cultural approaches, historical context, language development, cultural perspectives  
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academics face when teaching their subject through English including issues of language accuracy, the 

use of structuring and signposting devices, and strategies for improving intelligibility. Special attention 

is given to pronunciation, voice, and the balance between aspiring to native-like fluency and ensuring 

comprehensibility. A central concern is whether EMI lecturers should adapt vocabulary and discourse to 

support student understanding while maintaining disciplinary rigor. Looking ahead, the presentation 

outlines future directions for EMI implementation, arguing that LSP must be redefined to reflect the 

realities of subject teachers working in English. It underscores the importance of institutional support 

and targeted training, positioning EMI lecturers not only as content specialists but also as linguistic and 

intercultural mediators. 

Keywords: English-medium instruction, language for specific purposes, higher education, pedagogical 

challenges, professional development 
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Brother Against Brother: The Trauma of the Korean War 

Abstract: The Korean War (1950–1953) was a traumatic period for the citizens in the Republic of 

Korea, as South Koreans were forced to fight against their North Korean brothers in order to survive. As 

such, the research will analyze how this period is portrayed in the novels of Susan Choi and Sook Nyul 

Choi. The paper will focus on the relationship between South Koreans and Koreans sympathizers of 

communism, as well as the difficult conditions faced by the Koreans that had to abandon their home in 

Seoul to flea to Busan, and how these situations shaped the personality of the main characters. The 

research will also underline that the Korean War transformed some Koreans into ruthless individuals 

willing to harm others in order to survive, while Korean women came to understand that they could no 

longer remain housewives but had to embrace a more dynamic role in the emerging South Korean 

society. 

Keywords: Korean war, Korean American literature, trauma, South Korea, North Korea 
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Deutsch und Digitalisierung: Sprachvariation und Kommunikationsnormen im Online-Zeitalter 

Abstract: Diese Arbeit hat zum Ziel, zu analysieren, wie die Digitalisierung die deutsche Sprache 

beeinflusst, mit Schwerpunkt auf Sprachvariation und der Veränderung von Kommunikationsnormen im 

Online-Bereich. Sie untersucht die Interaktion zwischen Standardsprache und regionalen oder sozial 

geprägten Varietäten in digitalen Kontexten wie sozialen Netzwerken, Messaging-Apps und 

thematischen Foren. Durch einen interdisziplinären Ansatz, der traditionelle Methoden der deskriptiven 

Linguistik mit digitalen quantitativen Analysetools kombiniert, werden Tendenzen sprachlicher 

Anpassung, lexikalischer Innovation und pragmatischer Flexibilität in der Online-Kommunikation 

herausgearbeitet. Die Ergebnisse zeigen sowohl Kontinuitäten als auch signifikante Veränderungen der 

sprachlichen Normen auf und bieten wertvolle Perspektiven für die Untersuchung deutscher Dialekte, 
Pragmatik und Soziolinguistik im Kontext einer digitalisierten Gesellschaft. 

Keywords: Deutsche Sprache, Digitalisierung, Sprachvariation, Kommunikationsnormen, Online-

Kommunikation 
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Oscillating Futures: Feminist Science Fiction at the Crossroads of Tradition and Metamodernity 



Abstract:  This paper will highlight the existence of feminist science fiction at the crossroads between 

literary tradition and metamodernity, and reveal how this subgenre absorbs dystopian norms and 

reimagines them for more inclusive horizons. Through an analysis of Margaret Atwood’s The 

Handmaid’s Tale, Octavia Butler’s Parable of the Sower, and Naomi Alderman’s The Power, the paper 

examines how these texts negotiate the tensions between critique and hope, exhaustion and recovery, 

key themes of the metamodern concept.  

Atwood’s novel reflects the endurance of dystopian futures while predicting metamodern shifts towards 

renewal, Butler’s novel presents ecological collapse as a space for reimagining the idea of community, 

and Alderman’s novel projects the radical shift of power between genders, providing the benefits and 

risks of such transformation. Together, these literary works show how feminist science fiction 

redevelops literary tradition and shapes metamodern discourses. 

The central question addressed for this research is: “In what ways does feminist science fiction 

reinterpret literary traditions to envision metamodern futures?” Taking elements from feminist and 

cultural theories, this paper will present how these narrative texts oscillate between warnings of dystopia 

and hopes of utopia. 

Keywords: Feminist science fiction, Metamodernism, dystopia, utopia, gender 
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Literary Translation in a Nutshell: Artistry or Craft? 

Abstract: Our paper seeks to investigate the place and role of Literary Translation within the broader 

context of Translation Studies, on the one hand, and its contemporary relevance in the field. The 

complex nature of translation made scholars, including Tyltler (1978), Hermans (1985, 1999), Lambert 

& Hendrik (1985), D’hulst & Gambier (2018) Arrojo (2018), Kaindl (2021), question if we may refer to 

translation as an artistic act or as a norms-governed process. In this context, it is essential to emphasise 

the position of the translator(s) in the process, and this is the reason why the concept of Translatorship 

is relevant in our investigation. Additionally, we consider the implications of the Polysystem Theory in 

our paper, since Even-Zohar (1979, 1990, 2005), Toury (1985) and Hermans (2014) argued that 

Polysystem theory represents a significant advancement in translation research. Consequently, translated 

literature has had a remarkable impact on the cultural systems in which it is integrated. In this regard, 

literary translation is considered a key element in understanding both literature and culture. In light of 

the above, we may claim that literary translation becomes a determining aspect in shaping cultural 

exchanges and enriching the literary sphere.  

Keywords: literary translation, polysystem theory, Translation Studies, translatorship, translation norms 
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They Came Back – After Centuries … 

Abstract: This study examines three folktales originating from Norway, Japan, and Ireland, respectively. 

Each narrative centres on a protagonist who embarks on a journey to a realm distant in both time and 

space. Upon returning to his original world, the hero initially believes that only a few days have passed. 

However, he soon discovers that centuries have elapsed during his absence. Confronted with this 

temporal dislocation, he rapidly ages and ultimately faces death. Åmund Norum Resløkken (2018) 

argues that Actor Network Theory (ANT) offers a productive framework for folkloristic inquiry. Central 

to ANT is the principle of symmetry between human and non-human actors, wherein material objects 

exert influence on human behaviour to the same degree that humans act upon objects (Latour, 2005, p. 

10). When analysing folktales, the setting becomes a crucial element for interpretation. Comparing these 

narrative environments across different cultural traditions not only deepens our understanding of 



individual identity but also reveals a shared sense of identity that transcends local, national, and 

temporal boundaries. 

What do these tales try to tell us and do they have something to teach us today? 

Keywords: folklore, time, place, Actor Network Theory 
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Structuring EMI in Science Education: the Case of the University of Toulouse, France 

Abstract: As internationalization reshapes higher education across Europe, English as a Medium of 

Instruction (EMI) is becoming increasingly widespread in traditionally non-Anglophone contexts such 

as France. Since the enactment of the Fioraso Law (2013), French universities have expanded their 

English-taught programmes. Many of these initiatives, however, have emerged as isolated efforts by 

individual lecturers, often without institutional or pedagogical support to address the dual challenge of 

teaching disciplinary content while navigating a foreign language. At the University of Toulouse, a 

significant shift has been recently initiated to address this gap. Involving English for Specific Purposes 

(ESP) instructors from the Department of Languages, science lecturers, and instructional designers, the 

project fosters a structured collaboration to support upcoming EMI practice, while offering a shared 

space for dialogue, training and innovation.  

Following a large-scale exploratory diagnostic survey in late 2024, a modular training program was 

developed in 2025. It integrates digital tools, reflective teaching EMI strategies, localized pedagogical 

approaches, and an introduction to intercultural communication which all offer a flexible yet coherent 

framework tailored to teaching science in English.  

This presentation explores this transition. It highlights hybridization practices and the impact on 

teaching and learning in a foreign language with the first results of a pilot study conducted in September 

2025. Doing so, this project contributes to broader discussions on how interdisciplinary collaboration 

and institutional support can make EMI more sustainable and pedagogically sound—particularly in non-

Anglophone settings where similar challenges are emerging. It illustrates how language centers can 

foster innovation through contextualized, interdisciplinary strategies, a perspective especially relevant 

for institutions across Central and Eastern Europe undergoing similar transformations. 

Keywords: EMI, English as a Foreign Language (EFL), English for Specific Purposes (ESP), science, 

internationalization 

 

 

 


